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Introduction:
This submission, made on behalf of Whangaruru South Residents and Ratepayers Association Inc, with the support of Whangaruru 
Coastal Community Group, seeks Council’s support for additional funds in an amount up to $25,000 to progress the necessary 
resource consent requirements for a community initiated wetlands and associated infrastructure on Council owned land in Oakura, 
Whangaruru. Earlier in 2019, we were extremely grateful that the Whangarei District Council approved $20,000 as part of the 2019-
20 Annual Plan to cover the costs of consenting requirements based on a ‘best guess’ by WDC Parks & Recreation Manager, Sue 
Hodge, subject to information available to her at the time. Subsequently, in November 2020, Sue Hodge informed us that bespoke 
Auckland based environmental engineering company, Morphum Environmental Ltd, visited the site and had provided her with a 
quote for $37,310 plus GST, leaving a shortfall of $17,310 plus GST. According to Sue Hodge, “the final consent will cost closer to 
$45,000 once all technical reports are commissioned and resource consent fees and monitoring fees paid”.

Further, we acknowledge that this submission is made subject to the recommendation approved by the Infrastructure Commit-
tee at their meeting on 11 March 2021 stating that we, the Oakura community, should apply for the additional funding through the 
2021-31 Long Term Plan or the Community Grant fund. The recommendation stated the Infrastructure Committee “approves up to 
$25,000 in advance of the 2021-31 LTP towards assisting the Oakura community with the consenting costs for the Oakura wetland 
community project”. In addition, it noted that “should the Oakura Community application for funding through the 2021-21 LTP or 
the Community Grant Fund not be approved, there will be a budget overspend of up to $25,000”. Given the availability of a budget 
overspend, we would expect that the additional funds, if approved in the LTP, would be available sooner, i.e. this financial year, as 
opposed to being set aside for a much later date, e.g. Year 8/9. This project has been a long time in gestation and members of our 
community have expended considerable time, effort and in some cases, financial resources, over a period of at least 20 years.

Brief Overview:
According to the National Wetland Trust of NZ Organisation, Northland once supported over 25,000 hectares of wetlands; sadly, 
today only around 5% of that area remains. The value of wetlands cannot be underestimated. According to the Department of 
Conservation’s own website, “wetlands act like the kidneys of the earth, cleaning the water that flows into them. They trap sedi-
ment and soils, filter out nutrients and remove contaminants; can reduce flooding and protect coastal land from storm surge; are 
important for maintaining water tables and return nitrogen to the atmosphere.” DoC further states “they are essential and one of the 
world’s most productive environments. In New Zealand they support the greatest concentration of wildlife out of any other habitat.” 
Hailed as a ‘nature-based solution to climate change’, wetlands are also good at capturing carbon, even more so than planting 
trees. As a result of better eduction and promotion of wetlands, we have seen, and are continuing to see, a major shift in our 
attitudes towards the ecosystem and social services they provide.

Proposed Site:
The proposed wetlands are sited within a much wider area of land owned by Council that is predominately a commercial forestry 
block - see Fig. 1. There is also a wastewater plant, transfer station, a sports field and a recently constructed community building/
sports facility. The remaining Council owned ‘green space’ is low-lying, swampy and frequently prone to flooding in heavy rainfall 
events. A network of narrow channels cross the site dispersing water from the wider catchment into an open drain that runs behind 
the houses on the eastern boundary of Wharua Road, then culverted under Oakura Road and fed into a stream that makes its way 
to the coast to discharge out to sea - see Fig. 2.

An example of what we hope to achieve - Dragonfly Springs Wetlands, Onerahi



Fig. 1 - Council owned property
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Fig. 2 - Proposed Wetland Area

Network of channels and small streams throughout the proposed wetlands site



Hydrological Context:
The site for the proposed wetlands sits within a flood plain which regularly leaves the land inundated on occasions of heavy 
rainfall. A network of small streams and channels, along with ground seepage, normally disperses water from within the 
catchment, eventually making its way to the coast. Unfortunately, in heavy and/or prolonged rainfall events, the ability to disperse 
water through ground seepage and into the wider stream is greatly impaired. The stream banks up, water overtops the smaller 
feeder streams and channels, and the surrounding area, including parts of Oakura Road and adjacent houses (in particular 
numbers 117-129 Oakura Road) are flooded. After a number of significant flooding events, it is regrettable that the situation 
remains unresolved. The constructed wetlands comprising a series of connected excavated ponds would assist in mitigating the 
effects of any future flooding by slowing down the flow of water over the land, diverting and capturing it in the ponds, before 
absorbing into the soil or being released via the stream in a more controlled manner. The wetlands will also trap sediment, filter and 
cleanse the water and provide a wet area that will support a natural ecosystem of plants endemic to the area. It will also provide 
habitat for endemic and threatened bird species such as the brown teal (pateke).
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Further Funding:
Given the land for the proposed wetlands is owned by WDC and only Council can apply for the necessary resource consent(s), we 
believe it is reasonable that the costs of the resource consent process be borne by WDC. Once the necessary consents are 
obtained, we would expect funding for costs associated with construction to come from other providers. A number of central 
government and other funding opportunities exist for wetlands such as the Ministry for the Environment’s Freshwater Improvement 
Fund and Jobs for Nature funding programme, and we would make every effort to pursue these opportunities. We believe this 
wetlands project would be looked upon favourably by funding sources, given the increasing interest in these unique ecosystems. 
We also have an enthusiastic and committed resident and bach-owning community willing to assist with the following:

• Planning and engagement within the wider community, including local iwi
• Plant purchasing and propagation
• Mass planting at community-led and organised planting days
• Predator control
• Ongoing maintenance and weed control of pest plants and management.

Conclusion:
As stated earlier, we are extremely grateful for the initial funds of $20,000 that was approved by Council in the 2019-22 Annual 
Plan to progress consenting requirements for the wetlands. However, the project cannot be initiated without the additional funds to 
progress the resource consent. The community hopes Council recognises the significance and benefits of this project and finances 
Morphum Environmental Ltd to undertake the necessary reports, technical assessment and design. It is our understanding that 
Morphum Environmental Ltd, having visited the site, were very excited about the wetlands and believe it could be constructed fairly 
simply, and designed using data already gathered. The Whangaruru South Residents & Ratepayers Association Inc. are excited at 
the prospect of working in collaboration with Council and Morphum Environmental Ltd on this project and will provide assistance 
wherever possible to ensure the success of this project.

We also wish to acknowledge and support the realignment of the existing rugby field, provision of a second practice field and 
hardcourt as provided for in the draft LTP. The proposed wetlands would not compete for space with the sporting facilities and we 
believe the overall area is sufficient to provide for all interests. Further, the wetlands and associated green space and infrastructure 
would assist with drainage and significantly enhance the sporting areas, visually, culturally and ecologically.

In the unique position of offering a quiet, recreational space within close proximity to the swimming beach and amenities, the 
proposed wetlands area is a mere 2-3 minute walk back from the beach and is easily accessible via Waimarie Avenue. Currently, 
however, there exists little reason to visit the site and as as consequence, the area is under-utilised. However, with the 
development of the wetlands and associated infrastructure, for example a loop track, boardwalks and open grass areas for picnics, 
on-leash dog walking etc, opportunities to use the space would be maximised  to provide a welcome social and ecological addition 
for the local resident community and visitors alike. The wetlands would also present a number of educational opportunities for the 
local community to get involved in, including children from the local Whangaruru School at nearby Punaruku. Previously, members 
of the community constructed a plant nursery near the proposed wetlands site, propagated and planted over 18,000 trees and 
shrubs to reforest an eroding hillside to the west of the sports field. We are in no doubt that the local (and wider) community will 
once again mobilise in support of this project.



We respectfully suggest the wetlands cculd provide Whangarei District Council with future insight into the performance and function 
of a constructed wetland near a coastal margin, with the potential to provide adaptation due to rising sea levels. We see the project 
as an exemplar for future collaborative Council and community coastal wetland developments.
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