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Introduction:
This submission, made on behalf of Whangaruru South Residents & Ratepayers Association Inc. (WSRRA), with support from 
Whangaruru Coastal Community & Sports Association Inc. (WCC&SA), seeks Council support and funding for the provision of a 
children’s playground and any necessary associated infrastructure on Council owned land in Ōakura Bay, Whangaruru, Northland. 
Currently there are no Council owned playgrounds in the immediate area or indeed, the wider far northern extent of the Whangarei 
District Council (WDC). The closest Council playground available is at Hikurangi Domain, King Street, Hikurangi (approximately 
32km away from Ōakura), in Whangarei city itself (approximately 48km away) or the coastal Whale Tail Park at Ngunguru Reserve, 
Kopipi Crescent, Ngunguru (over 70km away). There are only two playgrounds within the northern area of the WDC with both 
having limited access, i.e. they are not readily available to the general public. One is a small playground on the Mōkau Marae 
grounds and the other is a junior school playground at Punuruku Primary School.

Given the lack of facilities for junior members within our community, WSRRA, on behalf of both the local residents of Ōakura and 
surrounding areas, along with the transient bach owning holidaymakers, campers and day visitors to the Bay, respectfully seeks 
Council consider the provision of a children’s playground on Council owned land within the Ōakura coastal settlement.

Basis for Provision of a Children’s Playground:
As stated, currently there are no Council owned playground and associated amenities further north of inland Hikurangi and 
Ngunguru on the coast. Ōakura is the largest settlement north of Hikurangi within the Whangarei District Council (WDC) boundary 
and serves as a central community hub for the Parutahi and Ohawini coastal communities, the inland communities of Mōkau and 
Punaruku and to a lesser extent due to distance by road, the Tuparehuia/Bland Bay and Ngawai/Teal Bay coastal communities.

According to the 2018 New Zealand Census of Population and Dwellings, in the wider Whangaruru1 statistical area, there are 
approximately 530 resident children aged under 15 with a split that slightly favours males. This under 15 age group is 
approximately 6% higher than the next group, those aged between 15-29. In light of both projected growth for the area and 
historical growth trends, as shown in the previous 2013 Census survey in particular, we would expect further growth in this age 
group to manifest in the next Census survey to be undertaken in 2023.

Given the WDC’s current, and ongoing provision of recreational amenities, namely the existing rugby field and the future provision 
of a second field, a netball court and basketball court, it is clear that the recreational needs of the younger members in the 
community, in particular our very young children, need to also be addressed. Whilst we are extremely grateful to WDC for 
providing sporting facilities that cater for both formal sport (rugby and netball) as well as informal use, e.g. kicking a ball around, 
shooting hoops etc, the lack of a children’s playground presents as an oversight.

We would point out, by way of comparison, younger children in coastal communities to the east and south of Whangarei are better 
served. When comparing Whangaruru1 statistical area with for example, Ngunguru2 and Kiripaka3 statistical areas, despite having 
a lower resident population of children aged under 15, a much lower percentage of those who identify as Māori, a higher rate of 
adult employment and a higher median income, Ngunguru/Kiripaka has both a children’s playground and a skatepark servicing the 
recreational needs of their young children and teenagers. In addition, Whangaruru residents need to drive a considerably longer 
distance to avail themselves of a playground or skatepark facility than residents of other southeast coastal settlements.

Children’s Playground, Craigavon Park, 
Blockhouse Bay, Auckland
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Allenby Park, Papatoetoe, Auckland
Image courtesy of Stuff



Fig. 1 - Council owned property

2.

Proposed Site:
After discussions between members of both WSRRA and WCC&SA and the wider community in general, we envisage the play-
ground occupying a site in close proximity to the current (and ongoing) Whangaruru Sports Complex development located at the 
end of Wharua Road - see Fig. 2 and Fig. 3. This would enable children to be suitably monitored/supervised by teenagers and 
adults that might be using adjacent facilities, e.g. the hardcourt and/or rugby fields.

The proposed playground area is sited within a much wider parcel of land owned by WDC that is predominately a commercial block 
- see Fig. 1. The site currently presents as reasonably flat unoccupied mown grass bordering the future provision of hardcourts 
and near the recently constructed community building/sports facility with ancillary carparking. It is an easy 5-6 minute walk from the 
beachfront and local amenities and reasonably central to many owned or rented dwellings and holiday homes. Access would be via 
Wharua Road and through a connecting pathway or series of pathways, to be designed as part of the adjacent wetland 
development area that would connect Waimarie Avenue with the sports complex/playground and would allow for safer passage 
away from the relatively busy Ōakura Road. The envisaged pathway(s) would allow for a number of uses, including walking,
running, cycling and riding a scooter.

Oa
ku

ra 
Ro

ad

Wharua Road

Waimarie AvenuePathway Connection 

Children’s Playground

Fig. 2 - Proposed Children’s Playground Area



3.

Conclusion:
As stated earlier, the community is extremely grateful to WDC for the development that has already occurred, in particular the 
Hub Centre (as shown in Fig. 3). The desire to play formal sport, notably rugby, on ‘home ground’ has been a dream long in the 
making for many local community residents that is finally coming to fruition. The further provision of a second playing field and 
hardcourts, as set out in the WDC Long Term Plan 2021-2031, allows for the expansion of formal sports, i.e. netball, as well as 
providing significant opportunities for informal community use. With the addition of a children’s playground, the needs of the 
younger members of our community would be, deservedly, included and catered for. 

Whilst this submission primarily seeks provision of a playground for the resident children in our community (based on Census 2018 
data), we are mindful that the numbers of children aged under 15 swells significantly during the summer and other holiday periods, 
perhaps as much as two-threefold, if not more. They too, will enjoy the benefits of having a children’s playground in the locality.

We also wish to thank the WDC for approving and funding the consenting requirements for a wetlands development as provided 
in the LTP 2021-31. We see a synergy between the sports complex (including the children’s playground) and the wetlands where, 
for example the wetlands assist with surface runoff from the fields and hardcourt surfaces and the native plants assist in the uptake 
and dispersal of nutrients commonly used in the maintenance of sports fields.

Fig. 3 - Site Plan for Hub Centre and Field 1 and Field 2 with Possible
Siting of Children’s Playground and 2 Hardcourts



4.

In conclusion, the sports complex, children’s playground and wetlands, when combined, will not only ensure a fantastic local facility 
that caters for the interests of all ages, but will also undoubtedly become a worthy destination for the wider Whangarei District. 
Ōakura Bay is already a popular coastal beach destination for day trippers from both the Whangaruru area and further afield. The 
addition of a children’s playground can only serve to enrich the experience for visitors to our beautiful Bay.

In closing, should WDC see fit to support and fund the provision of a children’s playground, we are in no doubt that our local 
community will mobilise in support and assist wherever possible. We thank you in anticipation of your support.

1. Census New Zealand - https://www.stats.govt.nz/tools/2018-census-place-summaries/whangaruru
2. Census New Zealand - https://www.stats.govt.nz/tools/2018-census-place-summaries/ngunguru
3. Census New Zealand - https://www.stats.govt.nz/tools/2018-census-place-summaries/kiripaka


